
DEMYSTIFYING THE 
NUMBERS:

READING THE CHARTS AND 
BETWEEN THE LINES

Attachment H



Glossary of Terms
• FISH (Florida Inventory of School Houses): An official inventory, 

which is based on design codes of all District owned facilities.



Glossary of Terms
• Student Stations = Seats

The square footage required per student for an 
instructional program based on the particular 
course content to be offered.
Examples of Instructional Programs that are 
assigned student stations.

• ELEMENTARY: Kindergarten, Primary, Intermediate 
classrooms.

• SECONDARY: General classrooms, science, 
computer labs, music, art, physical education, career 
spaces.

• Enrollment: Number of students enrolled in a 
school.



• Capacity = Students
Number of students that may be housed in a 
facility at any given time. 
• FISH Capacity
The number of students that can be housed at a 
school using utilization factors from State 
Requirements of Educational Facilities (SREF).
• Core Capacity
Media, Dining and Administrative areas. Sized to 
accommodate current enrollment or to 
accommodate future growth.

Glossary of Terms



Glossary of Terms
• Program Capacity ( SDPBC Charter District Status)

The number of students that can be housed at a specific school, 
given the program at that school and the actual uses of the 
instructional spaces in that school.

Some examples of Programs include:

• ESOL- English for Speakers of Other Languages (12% of student population or 
18,560 Feb 2007 FTE)

• intensive program with a lower teacher-pupil ratio in a “pull-out” setting (typically in resource rooms).  

• ESE  - (non-gifted) 16% of student population or 24,774 Feb 2007 FTE))

• ESE - (gifted)  5% of student population or 7,467 Feb 2007 FTE))

• Parent Involvement - A primary focus of several federally sponsored and mandated 
programs in the public school system is parent involvement and parent literacy. 

• Pre K- (2% of student population or 1,997 Feb 2007 FTE)



District at a Glance
(Based on February 2007 FTE)

• ESE (non-gifted) 24,774
• ESE (gifted) 7,467
• ESOL 18,560
• Pre-K 1,997

TOTAL 52,798

33% of the Student Population



Number of Staff Positions 
with Additional Space Needs

• 290 Community Language Facilitators (CLF)

• Parent Liaisons

• 127 Reading and 47 Math Coaches

• Physical Therapists

• 195 ESOL Paraprofessionals

• Behavior Interventionists



Palm Beach County 
Severely Needy 

• USDA Free and Reduced students 73,975

44% of the Student Population 



SCHOOL BOARD APPROVED GRADE AND 
SCHOOL SIZE CONFIGURATION

• Elementary
Grades: Kindergarten-5 960 students

• Middle
Grades: 6-8 1,300 students

• High
Grades: 9-12 2,500 students

Board approved: September 2003



FACILITY INFORMATION
A utilization factor is used to determine the FISH capacity for each school type. 

■ Elementary = 100 % 
■ Middle = 90% 
■ High = 95% 

• Elementary:      K- 5:          960 Student Stations
X 100 %

960 FISH Capacity
960 Students can be housed in this facility

• Middle:             6- 8: 1445 Student Stations
X 90 %

1300 FISH Capacity
1300 Students can be housed in this facility

• High: 9-12: 2632 Student Stations
X 95 %
2500 FISH Capacity
2500 Students can be housed in this facility



Elementary 
C
West Boca

Elementary D
Central

Elementary Y
Pine Jog

Student 
Stations

700 996 1,000

FISH Capacity 700 996 1,000

Program 
Capacity

700 800 960

Students 700 800 960

Core Capacity 960 960 960

Planned for 
future build out.

Planned for relief for 
2 schools with 
unique 
demographics

Planned for 
neighborhood 
demographics and 
special curriculum

ELEMENTARY: 3 SCENARIOS WITH 
“PROGRAM CAPACITY”



EXAMPLE OF FACTORS WHICH 
INFLUENCE STUDENT STATIONS

Elementary D
CENTRAL

Student Stations 996

FISH Capacity 996

Program Capacity 800

Students 800

Core Capacity 960

This school is a reliever school for West Gate 
and Wynnebrook.  Each has a high number of 
ESOL, Title I and/or ESE students. Extra 
classrooms are required to serve these students.

Examples of extra instructional spaces/staffing 
requirements that may be identified for a facility:

- Dual Language facilitators

- Pull out classrooms for ESOL instruction

- Reading and Math coaches for FCAT 
remediation

- Physical therapy/ Occupational therapy spaces

- Behavior intervention

- Pull out spaces for one-on-one or small group 
instruction

- ESE clusters at various sites may serve: gifted, 
autistic, mentally handicapped (profound, 
trainable), dual diagnosed
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